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We must always remember that no one owns the Church, or 

worse, owns God. This is a particular temptation for those of us who 
are members of the clergy, longtime parishioners of a parish, Catholics 
baptized as infants, people who identity with the dominate racial or 
ethnic group of the community, those who contribute the most money, 
or anyone who in any way feels privileged over the rest of the 
congregation. Whenever some people assume ownership over the 
Church, even if unintentionally, it can feel unwelcoming to others and 
hard for them to join and get more involved. 

 
In our second reading today, St. Paul reminds us that we are to be 

a welcoming Church. He writes, “welcome one another, then, as Christ 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Certainly, every Church claims 
to be welcoming and thinks that it is extremely welcoming, but is that 
truly the case? In a welcoming Church, the classifications of old or new, 
cradle Catholic or convert, white or ethnic, rich or poor all lose their 
significance. We are simply glad to welcome others into the Church 
community because, as St. Paul reminded us, welcome was at one time 
graciously extended to us. 

 
One attitude in a Church community that is not helpful in 

welcoming others ‘for the glory of God’ is being judgmental. This is not 
to say that the Church community cannot have boundaries, criteria, 
teachings, and policies for membership. Rather, it is calling out a 
judgementalism that focuses on someone’s faults or perceived faults 



while totally overlooking their desire for God. Anyone truly desiring 
God should be welcomed to do so within a faith community. It is a 
great opportunity for inclusion and evangelization. 

 
The experience of judgementalism is actually so prevalent in our 

Catholic Churches in the United States that this experience made it 
into the National Synthesis of the People of God Synod Report published a 
few months ago, which was the result of many listening sessions 
throughout our country this past year. In the report, the editors wrote, 
“it is particularly noteworthy that local discernment is taking place 
about how to overcome standoffish or elitist attitudes, and how to 
welcome without judging.” They continue, “we need to examine the 
way in which certain teachings are presented, to demonstrate that we 
can be faithful to God without giving the impression that we are 
qualified to pass judgment on other people.” Welcoming without 
judging is an art that we need to keep developing in the Catholic 
Church. Admittedly, it is a difficult balance, but a great place to start is 
to give up the idea of certain cliques or elites owning the Church. 

 
In a welcoming Church, no one claims ownership over the Church, but 

rather extends the same welcome they received from Christ to others. How 
welcoming are we? Does our parish strive to have adequate and diverse 
representation in our ministries and in leadership positions, which is a 
confirmation of being a welcoming community? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let pray that our Church 

community may prepare the way of the Lord and make straight his 
paths this Advent season. May we continue to extend welcome to 
others without judgment, knowing that all of us are ultimately here as 
guests: guests of Christ himself. 


